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ANNUAL REPORT FOR 1964 
To the Chairman and Members 


of the Wath Rural District Council. 


Mr. Chairman and Gentlemen, 


It is again my privilege to present my annual report, and agein I would 
point out the difficulty in drawing conclusions from statistics where numbers 
are smalls; particularly is this the case where rates are calculated. 


In my last report I drew attention to the increasing deaths from cance 
of the lung, taking the whole Bulmer Area as a sufficiently large population, 
1963 was a peak figure but in 1964 there were 16 deaths in men and one woman, 
whereas road deaths in 1964 were 13 men and one women, Safety belts are becoming 
widely accepted as a road safety measure, and much time and effort go into the 
problem of road safety in general, yet people are still reluctant to believe the 
association between lung cancer and cigarette smoking. 


Whilst no case of human brucellosis came to notice in this District in 1964 
cases have occurred in the Bulmer Area, and these present a problem particularly 
in Rural Areas, The incidence of infection in cattle varies from area to area, 
but is considerable, and uwnpasteurised milk can be a source of danger to those 
drinking it. Farmers! and farm workers! families seem particularly liable to 
suffer from this illness which can be prolonged and debilitating, The economic 
loss to the farmer must be considerable. One hopes that steps will be taken to 
eradicate the disease by more energetic methods than calf vaccination, 


One problem which has existed throughout the year has been the lack of succears 
in replacing the generalised duty nurse for the larger part of the area, The 
district has been covered by a relief nurse living outside the district, and whil. 
she has carried on for this time most admirably, it is to be hoped that a 
permanent appointment will be made, 

I am, Mr. Chairman and Gentlemen, 
Your obedient Servant, 


H. GRAY 
MeDs, ChB., DeP.He, 


Medical Officer of Health. 


Digitized by the Internet Archive 
in 2018 with funding from. 


Wellcome Library 


https://archive.org/details/o30240220 


STATISTICS AND DESCRIPLION OF THE AREA 


Description. 


The Rural District of Wath is situate on the extreme South-Wes+ comer of 
the North Riding of Yorkshire and is on the borders of the West Riding, It lies 
in the Vale of York and is extremely flat. The area is predominantly agricultural 
in character, the land being of excellent quality. 


The area is bounded on the Hast by the River Swale and on the West by the 
River Ure, Neighbouring authorities are the Rivon and Pateley Bridge Rurel District 
Council, Bedale Rural District Council, Thirsk Rural District Council and Easingwol1 
Rural District Council. 


Statistics. 


Registrar~General's estimate of resident population (mid-1964) .. 


RO 
oe ee ya a 8] 


Number of dwelling houses in the District. a. Privately Owned .. oe oe 515 
b. Council Houses oe oe eo 141 
CG. Service Married Quarter “Fe 48 
Area in acres .. ae oe yr oe oe es 5 vs ped as as oe td gd 
Mumber of Parishes .. os oe ue "* on ee .* os. #2 Ae ee aes 
Rateable Value a ° ve ae oe o* Wik nee: | me £112 , 324 


Estimated product of a Penny Rate .. oe oe es oe on @s os EAA 2-10-00 


VITAL STATISTICS 


Live Births. 
Males Females Total 
Legitimate 16 23 39 
Tllegitimate 1 2 34 


Live birth rate 13.2. Corrected 16.63. (Correction factor 1.26.) Englané 
and Wales - 18.4. 
Illegitimate live births per cent of total births - 7.6%. 


Still Births. = There were 2 stillbirths in the year. 


Infant Deaths. (death under 1 year) - 1, 


Infant Mortality Rates. , 
Total infant deaths per 1,000 total live birth = 1 (Englend & Wales - 20.0), 


Legitimate " " " legitimate "“ - 1 
Illegitimate " " " dllegitimate " «= Nil 


Neo-natal Mortality rate (death wmder 4 weeks per 1,000 total live births) = Nil 
Early Neo=natal " " " "  lweek " " " " mY = Nil 
Peri-natal Mi i stillbirths and deaths wmder 1 week/1,000 births)=- 45 


Maternal Mortality. (including abortion) 
Number of deaths - Nil 


Rate per 1,000 total live and stillbirths - Nil 


Deaths, 
Males Fenales Total 
Deaths from 
all causes 12 ak ag 
Rate per 1,000 of population Uncorrected = 5.9 
(Correction Factor 1,77) Corrected - 10.44 (England & Wales 11.3) 


NOTIFIABLE DISEASE 


The epidemic of measles occurring during the second half of 1963 continued 
into early 1964, with a final small outbreak in Baldersby in the autumn. 


In all 26 cases were notified, and there was one case of whooping cough. 
56 
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CAUSES OF DEATH 


Registrar General's Return 


1963 

Diseases. M P 

1. Tuberculosis, respiratory .. ae se Be - - 
2. Tuberculosis, other .. res .% oe 2° - - 
3. Syphilitic diseases .. a. os ge a — 
4. Diphtheria .. AS a e ava an ; ~ - 
5. Whooping cough .. - e* oe ee . ~ = 
6. Meningococcal infections .. .. «2 «ee ~ - 
7. Acute poliomyelitis .. Aig = oe es - - 
8. Measles a8 2% os = oe vs ee - - 
9. Other infective and parasitic conditions .. - - 
10. Malignant neoplasm, stomach os ox ee - - 
11. : at Rune 3 omer ee 1 2 
12. 7 " breast.. ae oe ° = i 
13. ” " uterus.. ee ca ee - - 
14. Other malignant and lymphstic neoplasms 2: 3 
15. Leukaemia, aleukaemia.. es ae oe ee - = 
ES - ~ 
17. Vascular lesions of the nervous system .. ji 3 
18. Coronary disease, angina .. «. «ee A 2 2 
19, Hypertension with heart disease i av - - 
20. Other heart disease .. oe oe oe oe 1 | 
21. Other circulatory disease .. «6 «6 es 1 
22. Influenza .. oe oe oe ee oe oe -- - 
23. Pneumonia .. oe ee oe 0” ee ee - - 
24. Bronchitis .. oe ee oe oe oe ne 2 - 
25. Other diseases of the respiratory system .. - - 
26. Ulcer of stomach and duodenum .. ..  «a- - - 
27. Gastritis, enteritis and diarrhoea .. ° - - 
28. Nephritis and nephrosis.. oe ee ee - - 
29. Hyperplasia of prostate .. os “e es - - 
30. Pregnancy, childbirth and abortion .. oe - - 
31. Congenital malformations .. ee a oe - - 
32. Other defined and ill-defined diseases .. 2 2 
33. Motor vehicle accidents .. «+ cf «- 3 - 
34. All other accidents .. «2 «2 «6 oe ~ 
35. Suicide F ry “ o* ea e cn ~ - 
36. Homicide and operations of War .. wa 3 - = 
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[SION OF HEALTH SERVICES FOR THE BUIMER AREA 
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GENERAL PROVISION OF HEALTH SERVICES FOR THE BULMER AREA 


The County Council Area is divided into ten areas for the purpose of day to day 
administration. The Bulmer Area, the largest in population consists of the Rural Districts 
of Easingwold, Flaxton, Thirsk and Wath, and new offices are in use at Manor Road, Easingwold. 
The offices are shared with officers of other Committees of the County Council, making for 
Close co-operation with the Welfare Officer, Children's Visitor, and the Mental Welfare Workers. 
4n area Health Sub-Committee meets at least five times yearly, and consists of representatives 
of the County Council, District Councils and co-opted members. 


Your Medical Officer of Health holds appointments with the four District Councils, and 
the Health and Education Committee of the County Council. Two full time Medical Officers are 
employed largely in the area, Dr. Gardiner as Medical Officer of the Mobile Clinic, with duties 
in schools, and Dr. Gowans employed mainly in school work. A number of general practitioners 
officiate at static infant welfare clinics within the districts in which they practice. 


Laboratory Facilities 


The Public Health Laboratory at Northallerton carries out examination of water, milk, 
ice cream and pathological specimens taken during the investigation of infectious diseases. 


Ambulance Service 


The Area is served by two stations at Haxby and Thirsk, and comoperation is maintained 
with the adjoining ambulance services in York and the West Riding. Both stations are in 
excellent new premises. 


Child Welfare 


Three purpose-built clinics now exist, at Easingwold, Thirsk and Huntington, and with 
these excellent premises now available, the range of services provided is tending to increase. 


Sessions are held at 23 centres within the area. Children from the Langthorpe-Kirby 
Hill area attend the West Riding centre at Boroughbridge. At 12 centres the whole clinic 
staff officiate (a total of 340 sessions). 143 sessionsvare carried out by general practitioners 
at the remainder. During the year two clinics, at Bell Farm (within the City of York), and 
at Strensall Camp were closed due to small numbers attending, and provision made elsewhere by 
increasing the frequency of clinic sessions. A similar reorganisation of the clinic held at 
Knayton is to take place shortly, consequent upon the provision of the new clinic at Thirsk. 


From the statistical returns it would seem that four out of every five children born 
in the area attend one or other child welfare centre. 


Nursing Services 


In the less densely populated parts of the area, nurses undertaking midwifery, home 
nursing and health visiting are employed, but when it becomes economical to do so in the more 
built-up parts of the area, health visiting is separated from other duties, and health visitors 
earrying out only this work are employed. At the year end the following staff were employed: 


Health Visitors - Full time 4 Part time 3 (One vacancy) 
Generalised duties - 11 
Home Nurses, Midwives - 6 
Relief and other part 
time staff ~ mn 
Vaccination and Immunisation 
1962 1963 1964 
Bulmer Area - total population 60,270 61, 130 62,360 
No. of live births in area 1,146 1,209 1,22 
Children vaccinated against 
smallpox in year 1,676 330 598 
Children immunised against 
diphtheria (primary) 97) cs OB 910 
Children immunised against 
diphtheria (booster) 388 486 710 
Children immunised against 
whooping cough 1,109 987 902 


These figures are reassuring, as about 75,. of children are immunised against diphtheria 
and whooping cough, and over half vaccinated against smallpox. One would like to see the figures 
even higher. It may well be that records of all these procedures are not received from General 
Practitioners in spite of the fee which is paid; it is not unusual to attempt to trace records of 
children said to have been immunised, without success. 


5. 


Vaccination against poliomyelitis with the oral vaccine continues at a high level, 
and those children who were vaccinated with Salk vaccine in infancy and are now reaching school 
age are given the Oral vaccine as a booster. 


Routine vaccination against tuberculosis with B.C.G. vaccine is not accepted as policy 
by the County Council, and activities in this field are limited to securing the protection of 
children known to be at risk through contact with a case of tuberculosis. 


Vaccination against measles {s being carried out in some parts of the country on a trial 
basis, and will no doubt be available generally in the near future. 


Welfare Foods 


National Dried Milk, orange juice, cod liver oil and vitamin tablets are supplied at 
clinics throughout the area, and by a few shopkeepers on a voluntary basis. Since a charge 
was made for cod liver oil, and a price increase for orange juice, sales of these products have 
fallen. Competition for this market by private firms producing more palatable products has 
helped the fall, and one wonders whether the time has not arrived for the Government to get rid 
at last of the war time measure which seems to have outlived its usefulness. 


Domestic Help Service 


The steady growth of this service seen in previous years seems to have halted in 1964 
as the following table shows, 


Cases helped: 


1962 1963 1964, 
Maternity 20 19 16 
Chronic sick, aged etc. 113 12h, 134 
Others 9 14 11 
Hours worked 2h, 501 27,613 28, 140 


Some 65 persons are employed on the domestic help service, equivalent to 13 whole time 
employees. 


Chiropody 


Three part-time chiropodists are employed at 12 centres in the area. As the purpose- 
built clinics have come into use, they are used as chiropody centres, properly equipped and with 
ideal facilities for this work, but at the other centres makeshift facilities only are possible, 
making working conditions less satisfactory, but nevertheless greatly appreciated by the patients, 
mainly pensioners. Voluntary workers are in attendance at these services, undertaking the 
booking,recording, and other useful work, and at some Centres volunteers transport patients from 
outlying places. There is scope for some increase in this work, but this may well have to 
await a milage payment to the drivers. 


Care and After Care 
Various nursing aids are supplied on request from the Area Office for the temporary use 
of patients. Large items of equipment such as Oxford Hoists and wheelchairs are provided. 


Where permanent provision of equipment is required, the Welfare Department assumes responsibility 
for its supply. 


For cases of tuberculosis, free milk is Supplied on the recommendation of the Chest 
Physician, and good liaison is kept with the Chest Clinics by the attendance of a Health Visitor. 


Health Education 


As pointed out in previous reports, the greater proportion of the work is carried out 
during the day to day contact with the people, of nurses, health inspectors, doctors, and a modest 
effort is made in this field by formal lectures, and the use of visual aid material including film 
and film strip projectors. 


Volunatry Workers 


Mention must be made of the valuable assistance of voluntary work carried out in the area 
by many organisations and individuals, especially those ladies who give their time in assisting 
at Child Welfare and Chiropody Clinics, and to the growing service of Meals on Wheels. An 
attempt is being made to increase the scope of such volunteers! work. 
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ANNUAL REPORT 
of the 
SURVEYOR AND 
PUBLIC HEALTH INSPECTOR 


for 1964. 
To the Chairman and Members of the Wath Rural District Coumoil. 


Mr. Chairman and Gentlemen, 


I have pleasure in submitting my Report for 1964. 


Steady progress has been made during the year in the provision of amenities 
throughout the area, 


A new sewage disposal scheme at Asenby was completed during the early part 
of the year and plans for the provision of a similar scheme at Dishforth are now 
far advanced, Preparatory work has also begun for a scheme to serve Cundall 
village. 


No new housing schemes were undertaken during the year and the housing 
situation throughout the area is such that there is no need for the erection of 
more Council dwellings at the present time. 

Duties carried out by me include, housing management, management of sewage 
| disposal schemes and their construction, food inspection, pest control, building 
byelaw inspections and enforcement of public health and welfare legislation, 


In conclusion I would like to express my thanks to all members of the Council 
| and the staff for their co-operation during the year, 


I am, Mr. Chairman and Gentlemen, 
Your obedient Servant, 
R.D.A. ROBINSON 


Surveyor and Public Health Inspector. 
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GENERAL INFORMATION 


Water Supplies, 


During the year 21 samples were taken for bacteriological examinetion and 
3 of these were found to be unsatisfactory. 


Sewage Disposal. 


As in previous years, unsatisfactory samples of sewage effluent continued 
to be taken by the Yorkshire Ouse River Board Inspector from Middleton Quernhow, 
Hutton Conyers, Cundall, Marton-le-Moor, Dishforth and Baldersby St. James. ‘The 
only satisfactory samples were taken from Wath, Baldersby, Asenby and Rainton, 


As previously stated, the works at Asenby were completed in the early part 
of the year. A vast improvement has taken place in the quality of the effluent 
and apart from minor teething troubles, the works have continued to work most 
satisfactorily. 


During the year a Ministry inquiry was held regarding the proposed Dishforth 
scheme, and it is expected that work will commence during the summer months of 1965. 


Milk and Dairies. 


There are nine registered distributors of milk serving the arco, Three of 
these are resident within the area and six deliver from surrounding districts. A 
few farmers also provide employees with milk direct from the farm. 


Ice-Cream. 


Five premises within the district are licensed to sell ice-cream, All obtain 
ice-cream pre-packed from manufacturers and store it in modern deep~freeze cabinets 
until sold. Two or three vans from outside the area retail ice-cream during the 
summer months, There are no manufacturing premises. 


Food Hygiene. 


There are 8 food shops, 7 licensed premises and 2 cafes in the area, and the 
standard of food hygiene in these establishments is good. 


During the year 62 inspections wore made at these premises. This is a 
considerable increase on the number of inspections made last year and the principle 
cause was due to Ministry requests to locate 616 tins of corned beef of a similar 
type to those suspected of causing the Aberdeen typhoid outbreak, Purther 
inspections were necessary after it was found that a number of tins of the 
suspected brand had been seized in Newcastle-Upon--Tyne and later reicased by 
mistake for public sale and consumption, None of the suspected brands were found 
in this area, 


I am pleased to report that there have been no cases of food poisoning within 
the past year, 


Public Cleansing. 


The collection of household refuse is still let out to contract and the 
system continues to work very well. Collection takes place once a fortnight with 
the exception of 48 married quarters at Dishforth R.A.F. Station, which are 
collected weekly. 


The cost of cleansing for the year amomted to £1109-12-4d or the equivalent 
of 2.507d in the €. 
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Pest Control, 


In the year under review 6 business and 3 domestic premises were serviced. 
A total of 261 visits and inspections were made during the year to investigate 
complaints,deal with any infestations and by way of survey uder the Prevention 
of Damage by Pests Act, 1949. 


All the Council's sewers and sewage works are serviced regularly four times 
a year. 


The Council are also under contract to the North Riding County Council to 
service litter bins om lay=-bys on all main roads throughout the aréa. 


Topoliffe Fair, 


This annual event was again well attended by gipsies and travelling dealers 
of all kinds. Contact was established with the "head gipsy" and his co-operation 
received and as a result latrines and refuse pits were dug sud to a large extent 
used. The agent acting for the owners arranged for the whole site to be cleaned 
and limed within a few days of the end of the horse fair and also restricted the 
stay of the caravans. 


Offices, Shops and Railway Premises Act, 1963. 


Parts of this Act came into operation during the year and there are 12 
premises within the area to which the Act applies. 


Preliminary inspections of the premises concerned were carried out and the 
owners were informed of work required to bring their premises up to the required 
standard. More detailed inspections will be made during 1965 when further parts 
of the Act and regulations come into force. 


Factory Inspection, 


The type of factory for which we are responsible is that where there is no 
power operated plant. Where power operated plant is in use, we are only 
responsible for sanitary accommodation. 


There are no large works in the area but fourteen small premises are classed 
as factories. They are:~ 


3 Agricultural Engineers. 

1 Blectrical Engineer. 

4 Automobile Engineers. 

1 Sawmill. 

1 Grain Drying Plant. 

2 Joiners Shops. 

1 Concrete Block Manufacturer, 
1 Warehouse (M.0.S.). 

1 Packing Shed (M.0.S.). 


During the year minor infringements were rectified without resorting to any 
formal notices, 


Drainage of Trade Premises. 


During the year, the Yorkshire Ouse River Board has expressed alarm at the 
serious pollution of watercourses in Rainton and has attributed this to wmtreated 
farm effluents gaining access to the surface water sewer. 


Under the provisions of the Public Health (Drainage of Trade Premises) Act, 
1937 and the Public Health Act, 1961, all farms are now classified as Trade Premises 


All farms in the village were inspected and the majority found to be 
discharging effluent into the surface water sewer. None of the farmers in question 
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were prepared to make a capital contribution towards the cost of treatment and 
notice was therefore served giving them six months in which to remove their 
effluents from the sewer. This notice expires in April, 1965. 


Council Housing, 


No houses were built during the year and no schemes are planned for the 
immediate future. 


. The cost of repairs for the year ending 31st March, 1965 was £13~1l-1ld per 
house. 


Supervision and management over the same period was £4-3--10d per house. 


At the end of the year there were 25 applications for Council Bungalows and 
15 applications for Council Houses. 


Improvement Grants - Discretionary. 


During the year grants were approved in respect of 5 dwellinghouses. This 
is an increase of 2 on last year and the total number of houses which have 
received or are about to receive grant aid now amounts to 89. The total grant aid 
given amounted to £1236, in the year. 


Improvement Grants - Standard, 


During 1964 applications for standard grants have been approved in respect 
of 4 dwellings, bringing the total since the inception of the scheme to 35. The 
work of providing standard amenities has been completed in 2 cases and grants 
totalling £210-l1-7d paid. 

Hous Financial & Miscellaneous Provisions) Act, 1938 - 1946. 


No applications for grant aid under these provisions were received during 
the year, 


Private Housing. 
6 houses were completed during the year for private individuals. 
Build Plans. 
29 premises were examined and premises inspected in connection with Building 


Byelaw applications. 38 applications for planning consent were received, 31 or 
these were approved and 7 rejected. 
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PARISHES AND POPULATION DENSITY 


Asenby | Te i oe | 52 
aldersby 1,831 : 84 | 
undall-with-Leokby 2,052 | 37 | 

Dishforth 1,765 | 159 | 

Hutton Conyers | 4,212 63 

Marton-Le-Moor | 1,679 | 43 

Melmerby 1,139 | 91 | 

Middleton Quernhow 763 | 22 | 

Norton Conyers | 1,042 | 27 | 

Rainton-with-Newby 1,578 ! 100 | 

Wath 767 : 63 | 


The number of houses includes for some on which there are Closing Orders and 
also 48 married quarters at Dishforth Aerodrome. 


The population of 3,210 is estimated by the Registrar General for mid-1964, 
and this gives a density of 4.39 persons per dwelling. 


FACTORIES ACTS, 1937 TO 1959 


Annual report of the Public Health Inspector in respect of the year 1964. 
for the rural district of Wath in the county of Yorkshire (North Riding). 
PART XY OF THE ACT 


1. Inspections for purposes of provisions as to Health 


: sumer’ | Number of eat 
i i on aad neiie STR i al Ree eae : 
Premises Register | Inspect-/| Written | Occupiers | 
ions | notices _ proseevted 

i (1) 5 TAL hears ama ae aa 2 Pas ead i | 
| (1) Factories in which Sections | 

1,2,3,4 and 6 are to be | 

enforced by Local 7 

BUMOREUSS 6 ee te ec te | - re : vr 

(ii) Factories not included in 

(i) in which Section 7 is 

/ enforced by the Local 

Authority .....6.2s.56 , U 28 - - 
(iii) Other premises in which 

Section 7 is enforced by 

the Local Authority (exclud-| : 

ing out-workers! premises) | - “ “ ~ 


Aono 


2. Cases in which defects were found =~ 2. 


Part VIII of the Act = Outwork - (Sections 110 - 111) = Nil Return. 


ll. 


+ a = ee ee ne 


YELM wma 


SIT OA GARI RAT » © 
re peers a ee tem reg 
a4 4 oa AaCO A 
el ele en PT + elie ee ere 


$70.8 } 

; 

tc : Oy 2 
} eja.L 


>? 
E 
ia 


wey 
—j 
. 
— 


OR ts ee ee ee a ye me ot Ore 


ors oreht dotdw oo onto sot enbafonk sored te 
cHahotes hres ta erereap b 


Carre ‘Tahaes ort i botagi¢ae ab OLSyt ws 
sputilovh req anocater GE eA. Te: sttecob 


4 ' ere r “wt § j ry de TS 
t+ rs 14 Yh hey © S> Pst OT T 
ae | o PaaXivammn eden. a » Rag ie Mr ann Bah Ries 


vn get 


ory 7 7 tris 


— oo ee ee ~Cugusatee ee joe 
‘ie : 


to semodteny ‘To +9 


2 nee toting ene. eatin 


Mare ape! 
be ‘4 


e) (gS) (£ 
asoktoo® wodihr cob age 


ad of ons a 
Ledod % 


a 
nt betufont ? 
et 7 vohtoet 
Laoot ott F s 
wo 7 6s NI ae a oe se es 


dotcw ok gente 


meet ihe -buloxs) wtheodtsta 
Pos ( soakmooy ‘ ercoakas 


5 Mises 
Ra 


Suter 


Be oud Boorokae et T mo toe! 


THE OFFICES, SHOPS AND RAILWAY PREMISES S ACT, 1963 


REGISTRATIONS AND GENERAL INSPECTIONS 


i general insp- 
| ection during 


Number of prem- . Total number , Nunber of 
ises registered of registered: registered 
_ during the year premises at | premises 

j Class of Premises , end of year | receiving a 
H 


Offices 
Retail Shops 
Wholesale Shops | | 
Catering establishments open to | | 


| the public, canteens z ae 


Warehouses 


Fuel Storage Depots 1 1 : 1 


NUMBER OF VISITS OF ALL KINDS BY INSPECTORS TO REGISTERED PREMISES 


mee 


ANALYSIS OF PERSONS EMPLOYED IN R®GISTERED 
PREMISES BY WORKPLACE 


Class of Workplace : Number of Persons Employed 
Offices 5 
I 
‘Retail Shops 2 : 
Wholesale departments, warehouses: ) 2 j 
Catering establishments open to 

the public 25 Welded nile. 
Canteens as Soh anes | 
— Storage Depots : 2) | 

Total | 40 

Total Males | ie 

Total Females | rai 


There were no exemptions or prosecutions during the year. 


INS PECTORS | 
No. of inspectors appointed under Section 52(1) or (5) of the Act = 1. 


No. of other staff employed for most of their time on work in ; 
connection with the Act - Nil. 
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